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"This paper is an update of V. M. Moghadam, “Revolution, Religion and Gender
Politics: Iran and Afghanistan Compared,” Journal of Women’s History, vol. 10, no.
4 (January 1999): 172-195. It was presented at the University of Connecticut, Storrs,
September 30, 2002.

¥ Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions (Cambridge University Press, 1979);
Jeff Goodwin, “State-Centered Approaches to Social Revolutions: Strengths and
Limitations of a Theoretical Tradition,” in John Foran, ed., Theorizing Revolutions
(New York: Routledge, 1997); Sidney Tarrow, “States and Opportunities: The Politi-
cal Structuring of Social Movements,” 41-60 in Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy;,
and Mayer N. Zald, eds., Comparative Perspectives on Social Movements (Cam-
bridge, 1996).

" Jeffrey Paige, Agrarian Revolution: Social Movements and Export Agriculture in
the Underdeveloped World (New York: Free Press, 1975); Barrington Moore, Social
Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the Making of the
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Modern World (Boston: Beacon Press, 1966); Paul Cammack, “Bringing the State
Back In? British Journal of Political Science, vol. 18 (1989): 261-90; Joel S. Migdal,
Atul Kohli, Vivienne Shue, “Introduction: Developing a State-in-Society Perspec-
tive,” in their jointly edited State Power and Social Forces: Domination and Trans-
formation in the Third World (Cambridge University Press, 1994).

" See, for example, works by Maxine Molyneux on Latin America and on Yemen,
and in MEWS by Mervat Hatem on Egypt; Laurie Brand on political liberalization
and women in Tunisia, Morocco, and Jordan; Parvin Paidar on women in the politi-
cal process of 20th century Iran; Mounira Charrad on states and women’s rights in
Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia. Charrad, however, gives considerable weight in her
analysis to social organization and the integration of tribal and kin groupings in the
state-building processes of North Africa. Indeed, her argument is that the different
configurations of state-society relations account for the divergent gender outcomes,
especially in terms of family law and women’s rights.

" For example, Misagh Parsa, States, Ideologies and Social Revolutions (Cambridge
University Press, 2000), argues for an analysis that combines attention to state
structures, social classes, and ideologies in revolutions and social movements. It
should be noted that some state-centered theorists are certainly attentive to class
issues (e.g., Skocpol and Goodwin). And as mentioned above, tribal kin groupings
and their relationship to the state is a key factor in Mounira Charrad’s analysis of
women’s rights.

" For example, Misagh Parsa, States, Ideologies and Social Revolutions (Cambridge
University Press, 2000), argues for an analysis that combines attention to state
structures, social classes, and ideologies in revolutions and social movements. It
should be noted that some state-centered theorists are certainly attentive to class
issues (e.g., Skocpol and Goodwin). And as mentioned above, tribal kin groupings
and their relationship to the state is a key factor in Mounira Charrad’s analysis of
women’s rights.

" Nancy Tapper, “Causes and Consequences of the Abolition of Brideprice in Af-
ghanistan,” 291-305 in Nazif Shahrani and Robert Canfield (eds.), Revolutions and
Rebellions in Afghanistan: Anthropological Perspectives (Berkeley: University of
California International Studies Institute, 1984).

Vi Micheline Centlivres-Demont, “Afghan Women in Peace, War, and Exile,” 334.

" Gregory Massell, The Surrogate Proletariat: Moslem Women and Revolutionary
Strategies in Soviet Central Asia, 1919 -1929 (Princeton: Princeton University Press,

1974).
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* For a thorough discussion of state capabilities, see Joel Migdal, Strong Societies
and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State Capabilities in the Third World
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988). On the weak Afghan state, see Mark
Urban, War in Afghanistan (NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1988), 4.

“ See Vartan Gregorian, The Emergence of Modern Afghanistan (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 1969); Senzil Nawid, Religious Response to Social Change
in Afghanistan 1919 -29 (Costa Mesa, Calif.: Mazda Publishers, 1999).
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