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"This paper is an update of V. M. Moghadam, “Revolution, Religion and Gender
Politics: Iran and Afghanistan Compared,” Journal of Women’s History, vol. 10, no.
4 (January 1999): 172-195. It was presented at the University of Connecticut, Storrs,
September 30, 2002.

¥ Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions (Cambridge University Press, 1979);
Jeff Goodwin, “State-Centered Approaches to Social Revolutions: Strengths and
Limitations of a Theoretical Tradition,” in John Foran, ed., Theorizing Revolutions
(New York: Routledge, 1997); Sidney Tarrow, “States and Opportunities: The Politi-
cal Structuring of Social Movements,” 41-60 in Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy;,
and Mayer N. Zald, eds., Comparative Perspectives on Social Movements (Cam-
bridge, 1996).

" Jeffrey Paige, Agrarian Revolution: Social Movements and Export Agriculture in
the Underdeveloped World (New York: Free Press, 1975); Barrington Moore, Social
Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the Making of the
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Modern World (Boston: Beacon Press, 1966); Paul Cammack, “Bringing the State
Back In? British Journal of Political Science, vol. 18 (1989): 261-90; Joel S. Migdal,
Atul Kohli, Vivienne Shue, “Introduction: Developing a State-in-Society Perspec-
tive,” in their jointly edited State Power and Social Forces: Domination and Trans-
formation in the Third World (Cambridge University Press, 1994).

" See, for example, works by Maxine Molyneux on Latin America and on Yemen,
and in MEWS by Mervat Hatem on Egypt; Laurie Brand on political liberalization
and women in Tunisia, Morocco, and Jordan; Parvin Paidar on women in the politi-
cal process of 20th century Iran; Mounira Charrad on states and women’s rights in
Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia. Charrad, however, gives considerable weight in her
analysis to social organization and the integration of tribal and kin groupings in the
state-building processes of North Africa. Indeed, her argument is that the different
configurations of state-society relations account for the divergent gender outcomes,
especially in terms of family law and women’s rights.

" For example, Misagh Parsa, States, Ideologies and Social Revolutions (Cambridge
University Press, 2000), argues for an analysis that combines attention to state
structures, social classes, and ideologies in revolutions and social movements. It
should be noted that some state-centered theorists are certainly attentive to class
issues (e.g., Skocpol and Goodwin). And as mentioned above, tribal kin groupings
and their relationship to the state is a key factor in Mounira Charrad’s analysis of
women’s rights.

" For example, Misagh Parsa, States, Ideologies and Social Revolutions (Cambridge
University Press, 2000), argues for an analysis that combines attention to state
structures, social classes, and ideologies in revolutions and social movements. It
should be noted that some state-centered theorists are certainly attentive to class
issues (e.g., Skocpol and Goodwin). And as mentioned above, tribal kin groupings
and their relationship to the state is a key factor in Mounira Charrad’s analysis of
women’s rights.

" Nancy Tapper, “Causes and Consequences of the Abolition of Brideprice in Af-
ghanistan,” 291-305 in Nazif Shahrani and Robert Canfield (eds.), Revolutions and
Rebellions in Afghanistan: Anthropological Perspectives (Berkeley: University of
California International Studies Institute, 1984).

Vi Micheline Centlivres-Demont, “Afghan Women in Peace, War, and Exile,” 334.

" Gregory Massell, The Surrogate Proletariat: Moslem Women and Revolutionary
Strategies in Soviet Central Asia, 1919 -1929 (Princeton: Princeton University Press,

1974).
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* For a thorough discussion of state capabilities, see Joel Migdal, Strong Societies
and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State Capabilities in the Third World
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988). On the weak Afghan state, see Mark
Urban, War in Afghanistan (NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1988), 4.

“ See Vartan Gregorian, The Emergence of Modern Afghanistan (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 1969); Senzil Nawid, Religious Response to Social Change
in Afghanistan 1919 -29 (Costa Mesa, Calif.: Mazda Publishers, 1999).

' In the course of a post-doctoral fellow at the Pembroke Center on Teaching and
Research on Women of Brown University, and as part of a comparative study of
gender, state, and revolution in Iran and Afghanistan, I undertook research travel to
Kabul in January-February 1989. While in Kabul, I collected interview and docu-
mentary data on the situation in Afghanistan and also met with Iranian exiles who
had fled the Khomeini regime.

1 For criticisms of the revolutionary program, see contributions in Shahrani and
Canfield (eds.), Revolutions and Rebellions in Afghanistan: Anthropological Per-
spectives; see also Grant Farr and John Merriam (eds.), Afghan Resistance: The
Politics of Survival (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1987).

¥ Gee Hugh Beattie, “Effects of the Saur Revolution in Nahrin,” in Shahrani and
Canfield, Revolutuions and Rebellions in Afghanistan, 186. See also Centlivres-
Demont, “Afghan Women in Peace, War, and Exile;” 343-344.

* Fred Halliday, “Revolution in Afghanistan,” New Left Review no. 112 (Nov.-Dec.
1978), 3-24.

* Nancy Hatch Dupree, “Revolutionary Rhetoric and Afghan Women,” 306-340 in
Shahrani and Canfield (eds.), Revolutions and Rebellions in Afghanistan.

! For examples of this type of scholarship, see Nancy Tapper (op. cit.); Olivier
Roy, Islam and Resistance in Afghanistan (Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University
Press, 1990, second edition); Kathleen Howard-Merriam, “Afghan Women and their
Struggle for Survival,” in Farr and Merriam, eds., Afghan Resistance: The Politics
of Survival; Audrey Shalinsky, “Women’s Roles in the Afghan Jihad,” International
Journal of Middle East Studies, vol. 25 (1995): 661-675; Doris Lessing, The Wind
Blows Away our Words (NY: Vintage, 1987); Jan Goodwin, Caught in the Crossfire
(NY: Dutton, 1987).

*# Nancy Hatch Dupree, “Women in Afghanistan: Preliminary Needs Assessment;’
prepared for UNIFEM-UNICEF workshop, New York, October 1989.

xix Kathy Evans, “Fatwa Tells Women How to Dress,” The Guardian (UK), 23 June,

1990.
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™ For a detailed examination of these events, see Diego Cordovez and Selig Har-
rison, Out of Afghanistan: The Inside Story of the Soviet Withdrawal (New York:
OUP, 1995). See also Fred Halliday, “The Un-Great Game,” The New Republic,
March 25, 1996, 38-42.

i Gee Amnesty International, Focus, vol. 25, no. 12 (1996), and Women in Afghani-
stan: A Human Rights Catastrophe (New York: Amnesty International, 1995). See
also Dr. Habiba Hassan, “Women in Afghanistan,” Pakistan Journal of Women’s
Studies: Alam-eNiswan, vol. 2, no. 2 (1995): 105-110; Shirkat Gah/Women Living
Under Muslim Laws, Newsheet, vol. VIII. No. 3 (Nov. 1996).

¥ But it is worth explaining that the Department for the Promotion of Virtue and
the Protection of Vice was not an invention of the Taleban — it exists in Saudi Ara-
bia, and also existed under Abdulrahman Khan, a founder of modern Afghanistan,
whose reign was exceedingly brutal.

% For an elaboration of these early events, see Azar Tabari and Nahid Yeganeh
(eds.), In the Shadow of Islam: The Womens Movement in Iran (London: Zed,
1982); Guity Neshat (ed.), Women and Revolution in Iran (Boulder, CO: Westview
Press, 1983).

¥ For an empirical discussion of gender inequality in the IRI, see V. M. Moghadam,
“The Reproduction of Gender Inequality in the Islamic Republic: A Case Study of
Iran in the 1980s,” World Development, vol. 19 (1991): 1335-50. See also ch. 6 in
V. M. Moghadam, Modernizing Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle
East (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1993).

* For an account of women’s resistance narrated by women themselves, see Haleh
Esfandiari, Reconstructed Lives: Women and Iran’s Revolution (Washington, DC
and Baltimore: The Woodrow Wilson Center and The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1997), especially ch. 5.

i personal observation. For an elaboration, see V. M. Moghadam, Women, Work,
and Economic Reform in the Middle East and North Africa (Boulder, CO: Lynne
Rienner Publishers, 1998), ch. 7.

i Tslamic Republic of Iran, Zan va Towse-eh: ahamm-e eqdamat-e anjam-shodeh
dar khosus-e banovan pas az pirouzi-ye enqelab-e Eslami (Tehran: Shura-ye Ham-
hangi-ye Tablighat-e Eslami, 1994), 15.

il National Report on Women in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Prepared for the
Fourth World Conference on Women. Tehran: Bureau of Women’s Affairs, 45-6.

See also Moghadam, Women, Work, and Economic Reform, ch. 7.

=¥ Gee Elaheh Rostami Povey, “Feminist Contestations of Institutional Domains in

151 eI Heisd @



din sl 8oyl g d yds

Iran”, Feminist Review, no. 69 (Winter 2001): 44-72.
** Associated Press, “Woman Named Iran Culture Deputy;,” Aug. 31, 1997, via Inter-
net; “Women’s Activist Gets Iranian Post,” Sept. 2, 1997, via Internet; Agence France

Presse, “Iranian President Names Woman as Advisor;,” Oct. 18, 1997, via Internet.
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